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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in PCT/EP05/02149, filed on March 
1,2005. 

Specification 

The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for utility 
patent applications. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. The 
following section headings are preferably used within the specification where 
appropriate and each of the numbered items should appear in upper case, without 
underline or bold type, as sections headings. 

1 . BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

2. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

3. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

4. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-2, 5, 11, 13, and 19 (and their respective dependent claims) are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

With respect to claim 1, lines 1-2, the claimed "An optical device for a 
photographic camera, such as a camera, cine or video camera , which is positioned" 
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renders the claim vague and indefinite. If the claimed "camera, cine or video camera" 
are intended as limitations then they need to be claimed with greater clarity and 
particularity such as "An optical device for a photographic camera, cine, or video 
camera which is positioned...". If not intended as limitations (as is herein assumed for 
purposes of examination) then it is suggested that this language be deleted i.e. "An 
optical device for a photographic camera which is positioned...". 

With further reference to claim 1 , the claimed "imaging optics with a transparent, 
light-diffusing imaging surface for rendering visible a real image" renders the claim 
vague and indefinite. Specifically, it is not clear if applicant is claiming that light rays can 
pass through the transparent surface and then can form the real image outside of the 
diffusing layer or if applicant is claiming that the real image is being formed on the 
diffusing layer. From what is set forth in the specification, such as paragraph 0025, the 
real image is apparently being formed on the diffusing surface. Specifically, paragraph 
0025 states "There is a large format, real intermediate image of considerable brightness 
on the diffusing layer ". Additionally, claiming "rendering visible a real image of lens " 
creates a lack of clarity since it is an image of the object that has passed through the 
lens and not an image of the lens that is being formed. As a suggestion to overcome 
this rejection, applicant may want to claim "imaging optics with a transparent, light- 
diffusing imaging surface for rendering visible a real image onto said light-diffusing 
imaging surface " which is the assumed meaning for purposes of examination. 

With further reference to claim 1, the claimed "half-power angle" renders the 
claim vague and indefinite. Specifically, it is not clear if applicant is using this term to 
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mean the "half angle of view" or if some other meaning is intended. In the specification, 
paragraph 0012, applicant defines the term "half-power angle" but the term is defined "in 
the case of a planar diffusing layer". However, applicant has not specifically claimed that 
the diffusing layer is planar. Therefore, if this surface is not planar it is not clear as to 
what is meant by the term "half-power angle" and as to how this term is defined 
rendering the claim vague and indefinite. For purposes of examination it is presumed 
that applicant intended to claim the diffusing layer as planar. Therefore, to overcome 
this rejection it is suggested that applicant claim in lines 10 and 12, "a planar diffusing 
layer". 

With respect to claim 2, the claimed "particularly smaller than 22 degrees" 
renders the claim vague and indefinite. It is not clear if the limitation to be met is smaller 
than 25 degrees or smaller than 22 degrees. The assumed meaning is smaller than 25 
degrees and if that is applicant's intended meaning then it is suggested that applicant 
delete ", particularly smaller than 22 degrees". 

With respect to claim 5, the claimed "one of the support bodies" lacks an 
antecedent basis. It is not clear if text was inadvertently omitted from claim 5 which 
would have provided the antecedent basis or if the dependency is incorrect rendering 
the claim vague and indefinite. For purposes of examination it is presumed that claim 5 
was intended to depend from claim 4. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , the claimed "preferably 5% beeswax" renders the claim 
vague and indefinite. It is not clear if the limitation to be met is "approximately 2 to 60%" 
or "approximately 5%". The assumed meaning is "approximately 2 to 60%" and if that is 
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applicant's intended meaning then it is suggested that applicant delete ", preferably 5% 
beeswax". 

With respect to claim 13, the claimed "based on the size of the image recording 
device" renders the claim vague and indefinite. It is not clear as to what size would be 
needed for the transmission lens to be constructed as a telephoto lens. Additionally, the 
claimed "particularly in the medium telephoto focal length range" renders the claim 
vague and indefinite because it is not clear if the limitation to be met is "telephoto" or 
"medium telephoto". For purposes of examination the assumed meaning is " Optical 
device according to claim 1 , wherein the transmission lens is constructed as a telephoto 
lens ". 

With respect to claim 19, the claimed "and in particularly behind the field lens 
arrangement" renders the claim vague and indefinite. It is not clear if the limitation to be 
met is "behind the imaging lens arrangement" or "behind the field lens arrangement". 
Additionally, the claimed "field lens arrangement lacks an antecedent basis since this 
has not been claimed in independent claim 1. The assumed meaning is "behind the 
imaging lens arrangement" and if that is applicant's intended meaning then it is 
suggested that applicant delete "and in particular behind the field lens arrangement". 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

1 . Claim 1 , line 3, "lens (4)" should be corrected to "lens" to be consistent 
with the rest of the claim in which the numbers in parentheses have been deleted; 

2. Claim 1 , line 13, "or small" should be corrected to "or smaller"; 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 1 is objected to for the following reason. Since the intended meaning could 
be determined from what is set forth in the specification and drawings, a 1 12 rejection 
was not made but instead this lack of clarity issue is being raised in the following 
objection. 

With respect to claim 1 , lines 7-8, the claimed "transmission optics with a 
transmission lens for imaging the real image of lens on image recording device " creates 
some lack of clarity. Specifically, it is an image of an object that has passed through the 
lens that is being imaged and not an image of the lens itself. As a suggestion, to 
overcome this objection, applicant may want to claim "transmission optics with a 
transmission lens for imaging the real image onto an image recording device ". 

Prior Art Citations 

Nakamura patent number 4,013,347 and Tabata et al patent number 5,757,544 
are being cited herein to show optical devices having some similar structure to that of 
the claimed invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Claims 2-22 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: none of the prior art either alone or in combination disclose or teach of the 
claimed combination of limitations to warrant a rejection under 35 USC 102 or 103. 
Specifically, with respect to independent claim 1 , none of the prior art either alone or in 
combination disclose or teach of the claimed optical device specifically including, as the 
distinguishing feature in combination with the other limitations, the imaging optics with a 
transparent, light-diffusing imaging surface for rendering visible a real image onto said 
light-diffusing surface (the assumed meaning) and wherein the imaging optics are 
constituted by an imaging lens arrangement containing a planar diffusing layer (the 
assumed meaning) of a light-diffusing substance, together with a lens, which with an 
outwardly curved surface is in registry with the planar diffusing layer, the imaging lens 
arrangement having a half-power angle of equal to or smaller than 30 degrees and 
larger than 10 degrees. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jordan M. Schwartz whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2337. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack can be reached on 571-272-2333. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jordan M. Schwartz 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2873 
December 23, 2008 

/Jordan M. Schwartz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2873 



